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“Seek the Lord!”

2020! We’ve entered not only a new year, but a new decade. Thanks be to God! In our Christmas celebrations we often
spoke and heard the name “Immanuel,” which of course means “God with us.” As we enter this new year and decade, the
name “Immanuel” allows us to reflect on the previous year to see how God was working in our lives. So, are you better
off today than you were 365 days ago? Some of you certainly feel good about this past year. Others are unsure. Still others
are concerned. And some are on the verge of despair.
As we leave 2019 and enter 2020, we might want to evaluate our lives based on net worth, health condition, position
at work, or some other earthly standard. But God’s Word offers us another method of evaluating our life. The prophet
Isaiah challenges us to consider what we put our faith and trust in. He writes: “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness
and who seek the Lord” (51:1)
Isaiah describes what needs to be foundational in our Christian life—the pursuit of righteousness, seeking after the Lord.
We don’t do this on our own, somehow choosing to seek God. No, Isaiah says that we pursue righteousness and seek the
Lord because of what God has done in us and for us in the person of Jesus Christ. Isaiah chapter 51 reminds us of God’s
great miraculous work, calling to our attention the many ways God’s grace and mercy impact our lives. It’s filled with
words of restoration and comfort. God promises to comfort and restore us by strengthening our faith. We have the
promise of forgiveness of sins and eternal life through faith in his Son. The Apostle Paul elaborates: “If God is for us, who
can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all
things?” (Rom 8:31-31).
Our well-being begins with God’s love for us in Jesus Christ, as the prophet writes, “My salvation will last forever, my
righteousness will never fail” (v 6). This Good News gives us assurance and strength to endure what comes our way every day,
month, and year. Nothing can separate us from God’s love (Rom 8:38-39). “Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: The law
will go out from me; my justice will become a light to the nations” (Is 51:4). This assures us of God’s desire to save all people from
their sins. I encourage you to read Isaiah 51 to be comforted and have the assurance of God’s love for you.
By God’s grace, we have passed through another year because God has made it possible. Despite our financial, physical,
or employment status, we are blessed people because God always provides, he always meets our every spiritual need
through the power of the Gospel. Are we better off today than we were 365 days ago? No! We are still the same sinful
residents of a fallen world. But we are the redeemed children of God, thankful to have received God’s grace and mercy
every day this past year. And it is by God’s grace that we can say we are equally well-off today as we were last year or 10
years ago because God’s salvation will last forever; his righteousness will never fail.
May God pour out his never-ending love upon you this new year,
Pastor Steve Deombeleg
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the Christmas poinsettia
purchase. We hope you or the recipient of your plant enjoys it for many
weeks. Long after the other decorations are put away, it will continue to be
a living reminder of the celebration of our Savior’s birth. - The Altar Guild

March for Life Chicago
NID Life Ministry March for Life Chicago 2020 MARCH FOR LIFE CHICAGO 2020: Join area Lutherans at the
March for Life Chicago on SATURDAY, January 11, 2020. A March For Life Chicago convention kicks off the day
and a short walk around Daley Plaza begins with a lineup of inspirational speakers affirming the value of life and
underscoring the importance of continuing to speak out for life. LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison is
participating. To take the NID- sponsored bus, meet at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1101 Kimberly Way, Lisle 60532
for pre-event worship at 9 a.m. Bus departs at 9:45 a.m. and returns at 4:45 p.m. Suggested Donation: $20. Bus
reservations MUST be made by January 7 at 630.234.1491 or kbwrk123@gmail.com and participants must
download a free convention fast past. Also, Rev. Harrison is giving the opening prayer at the March For Life Chicago Banquet on Saturday evening. Info at: marchforlife-chicago.org.

Bronco Benefit Dinner – February 29, 2020
The 4th annual Bronco Benefit Dinner will be held on Saturday, February 29, 2020
at Elmcrest Banquets. The goal of this event is to remove finances as a barrier for
students and families wanting a Christian education at Walther. More than 75% of
families qualify for need based tuition assistance. Your support of this event helps us
meet this need. For sponsorship opportunities, to reserve an ad space in the program, or
to donate an item for the auction, please contact dinner@walther.com.

The Thrivent Choice® program encourages benefit members to recommend where Thrivent
Financial distributes an amount of its charitable grant funds. Members make their recommendation
by directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations, including churches. Many members of
Immanuel have qualifying Thrivent accounts. Depending on the type of account, the amount directed
ranges between $25 and $5,000. If members do not pick a charity, Thrivent directs the money. If you
have a qualifying Thrivent account, please consider directing funds to Immanuel! Call 1-800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” or visit http://bit.ly/XJrPZN.

Walther Christian High School Placement Test
Special Visit Day and Testing on January 24th
Starting at 8:00 a.m., prospective students will have the opportunity learn
about Walther Christian Academy, meet the faculty and staff, go through a typical
class schedule and take the placement test. To register, visit Walther.com/test.
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Eternal Treasures
An old epitaph reads, “What I gave, I have; what I spent, I had; what I kept, I lost.”
Obviously, this person had much wisdom. He realized that, during his life, only
that which was given to the Lord had any lasting value. The things he had
purchased while alive were used up and gone, and the possessions he owned at death
were of no good to him then.
Speaking to this subject, Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break
in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Jesus said that treasures on earth would not last. The cars we buy will
become dented and end up in the junkyard. The clothes we wear will wear
out. Jesus said that we are to store up treasures in heaven or as the epitaph
reads, “What I gave, I have.”
Jesus tells us how to store up treasures in heaven.
“Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with money
bags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not
fail…” (Luke 12:33).
This is a radical call to use our goods not only for ourselves but also to help
other people. Giving to those in need is a way that we store up treasures in
heaven. What are these treasures? Well, what is the only thing that goes
to Heaven? Is it gold and silver? Maybe stocks and bonds? How about
that car or mansion? No! The treasure is people! God is blessed and
honored through our faithful giving. Through our giving, the Gospel is
preached and taught, and souls are saved.
In a quote from Joe Seaborn we read:
In a real sense, giving to the cause of Christ is nothing more or less than lay
ing aside eternal investments so that when we stand before Christ in heaven,
we have gold, silver, and precious stones that we have been laying at His feet
all along. The crown that we talk about laying at His feet will just be one
more thing that we give, our final offering, in a long string of offerings that
began long before.
May God grant us the wisdom and then the strength to store up for
ourselves treasures in heaven rather than treasures here on earth.

God blesses us as we faithfully give to and serve others. “One gives freely, yet
grows all the richer; another
withholds what he should
give, and suffers want.
Whoever brings blessing
will be enriched, and one
who waters will himself be
watered” (Proverbs 11:2425). We not only share
God’s love by helping those
whom we serve, but we are
blessed in the process. Our
motivation to give and to
serve is the love we have
from Christ and for Him,
rather than to receive the
blessings that come from
serving. However, God has
ordained that blessings will
come from faithful acts of
generosity and service.

OBSESSION WITH MONEY
AND POSSESSIONS
CROWDS GOD OUT OF
OUR LIVES.

“For what will it profit
a man if he gains the
whole world and forfeits
his soul?”
(Matthew 16:26).

GOD GAVE US THE
BEST GIFT POSSIBLE
WHEN HE GAVE US
HIS SON. BECAUSE
GOD GAVE HIS BEST,
WE WANT TO GIVE.
“For to us a Child is born,
to us a Son is given; and the
government shall be upon
His shoulder, and His name
shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting
Father, Prince
of peace”
(Isaiah 9:6).

A Month of Prayer

Thank you for your support during the SeedMoney
Campaign for the Old Schoolhouse Community Garden!
We raised half of our goal. The money will provide the
garden with signage to improve visibility on Cermak and
will go towards building a tool shed. Thank you again!

The fellowship of prayer consists
of caring people who pray daily
for members in the church. Members and their families will be
listed in alphabetical order each
month. Please pray for both their
known and unknown needs.

1. Lynn Rand
2. The Redis Family
3. Gloria Rubietta
4. Joan Rundgren
5. Dot Schneider
6. Doreen Schulz
7. Karen Sierawski
8. Jayne Siou
9. Rose Slagle
10. Daniel Stallings
11. Rita Stallings
12. The Svec Family
13. The Tense Family
14. Chris Thomas & Family
15. Paris Thomas & Family
16. Lisa Tipples
17. Lance Turner
18. Debbie & Wayne Valentino
19. Sarah & Thy Vu
20. Patrician Washington
21. Laneta Washington
22. Jeslisa Washington
23. Marilyn Weeks
24. Randy & Michelle Weeks
25. The Welch Family
26. Dorothy Westphal
27. Robert Westphal
28. Philbert Wilcox Sr.
29. Philbert Wilcox Jr.
30. Valerie Winston
31. Vernon Witt
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It Was So Simple
What Christian ever tires of hearing the Christmas story? First we hear
about the Angel Gabriel. He was a busy guy, delivering messages from
God. He must have enjoyed this task, though, because he was bringing
good news. To Mary he said, “You’re going to have a son, and you shall
call His name Jesus.” To Joseph, who understandably was a little unsure of
how to proceed with Mary, Gabriel said, “Don’t worry Joseph. This is
God’s doing. Mary’s going to have God’s Son.” Simple, right? Just follow
God’s plan.
Then there’s a decree from Caesar Augustus. He had no idea he was just a
pawn in God’s hands. As the powerful ruler he was, he issued a decree:
“Everybody has to go to his hometown to be registered for the census.”
And everybody went, including Joseph and Mary. Even though Mary’s
pregnancy was quite advanced, she went on that arduous trip. Why not?
She was in God’s hands, too, although far from a pawn. She was God’s
channel. Through her God would bring to earth the greatest gift ever
received.
Just in time, the innkeeper said they could stay in his barn – just in time for
the birth. No hospital and no neonatal unit – God brought His Son into
this world.
Some poor shepherds were out in the fields that night, just like most
nights. But it wasn’t like most nights, for the night sky filled with light as
angels appeared and “the glory of the Lord shone around them” (Luke 2:9).
Those shepherds looked and listened, and then they acted. “Let’s go see
what God’s been doing in Bethlehem,” they said to each other, and they
went. And they believed, and they told others what they had seen and
heard and now believed.
Sounds simple, doesn’t it? Not complicated like the world is today?
Not exactly true. The world was complicated then, too. Political intrigue
abounded; wars were being fought; the greedy still coveted more and more;
some people then, as now, were too busy to see the angels or hear their
message. But not everyone! Then as now, some will put aside the hustle and
clamor. We’ll slow down and listen for angels’ wings, and we’ll hear the
message of “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He
is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). We’ll take time to peek into the manger and worship
God’s Son and we’ll eagerly “[make] known the saying that [has] been told [us]
concerning this Child” (Luke 2:17).
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NO SCHOOL JANUARY 1-5
CHRISTMAS BREAK
January 6th - Classes Resume and
Re-Enrollment begins
NO SCHOOL
MONDAY, JANUARY 20TH
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY

When you use scrip gift cards
at your favorite retailers,
you’re fundraising while you
shop. Great Lakes Scrip
Center offers more than 700
of the country’s biggest
retailers, including grocery,
department stores, gas
stations, restaurants, hotels,
home improvement, and
more. Just by using scrip to
pay for your normal weekly
purchases, we can easily raise
$500 or more per year.
It’s time to put our shopping
dollars to work! Order forms
are on the table in the hallway
or you can shop online.
https://shop.shopwithscr
ip.com/Login/Enroll
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Important Dates:
1 - New Year’s Day
6 - Classes Resume
7 - Day School Commission Meeting
Dartball
8 - Faculty Meeting
Elders Meeting
10 - Adult Volleyball
12 - Scrip Orders Due
14 - Math Club
Dartball
15 - Stewardship Meeting
20 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No School
21 - Buona Benefit Day
24 - Adult Volleyball
26 - Day School Choir Sings
MONTHLY EVENTS - (unless otherwise noted)
 Faculty Meeting -1st Wednesday of each month 3pm
 PTL Meeting - 1st Tuesday of each month 6:00pm
 Adult Bible Study on Sundays 8:15am Sept. - June
 Women’s Bible Study Wednesdays at 10:00am
 Men’s Bible Study Wednesdays at 4:30pm
 Darts Tuesdays at 7:30 PM - See Calendar
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Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in order that we might have
hope through the patience and encouragement
which the Scriptures gives. Romans 15:4
Getting the Most Out of Your Daily Bible Reading
As you read the Bible each day, allow the Scriptures to speak
to you. This daily “dialogue “ between you and the biblical
text will reveal new understandings about God, and about
yourself.
1 Corinthians 1:1-17
2 Ephesians 1:1-14
3 Ephesians 1:15-23
4 Ephesians 2:1-10
5 Ephesians 2:11-22
Epiphany
6 Matthew 2:1-12
7 Matthew 2:13-23
8 Ephesians 3:1-13
9 Ephesians 3:14-21
10 Ephesians 4:1-16
11 Ephesians 4:17-32
12 Ephesians 5:1-20
13 Matthew 3:1-17
14 Matthew 4:12-25
15 Matthew 10:1-15

16 Matthew 10:16-33
17 Matthew 10:34-42
18 Matthew 16:13-28
19 Philippians 2:1-18
20 John 17:1-26
21 Matthew 17:1-13
22 Matthew 17:14-27
23 Matthew 18:1-9
24 Matthew 18:10-20
25 Acts 9:1-25
26 Acts 9:26-43
27 Acts 11:19-30
28 1 Corinthians 10:1-22
29 1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1
30 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
31 1 Corinthians 12:12-31

 Adult Choir Rehearsals Wed. Sept. - May at 7:30PM
 Adult Volleyball - Fridays check calendar for dates

Set aside time to read the Bible on a daily basis.
Find a quiet place to read and reflect on each day’s reading

January Birthdays
01 - Roger Brabant
10 - Dennis Ondrovic
10 - Brett Willis
12 - Toni Mooney
13 - Steve Hardy
15 - Marisa Perez

19 - Lois Boese
20 - Dorothy Westphal
22 - Michelle Weeks
25 - Jennifer Bettin
28 - Randy Weeks
30 - Bob Westphal

FOR THE RECORD
Deaths - Trevor Anderson 12/22/19

Begin with prayer asking God for guidance and blessing.

26
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship
Day School Sings
10:30am Coffee

27

28

21
Dining for Dollars at
Buona
6pm - PTL Board
Meeting

20 - Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

19
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship HC
10:30am Coffee

NO SCHOOL

14
7pm - Dartball

7
5pm - Day School
Commission Meeting
7pm Dartball

Tue

13

Re-enrollment
begins

School Resumes

6 - Epiphany

Mon

12
GLS Orders Due
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship
10:30am Coffee

5
8:15am Bible Study
9:30am Worship HC
10:30am Coffee

Sun

29
10am Women’s Bible
Study
4:30pm - Men’s Bible
Study
7pm Adult Choir

22
10am Women’s Bible
Study
4:30pm - Men’s Bible
Study
7pm Adult Choir

30

23

16

9

8 - 10am Women’s
Bible Study / 3pm Faculty Meeting
4:30pm - Men’s Bible
Study / 6pm Elders
Meeting / 7pm
Adult Choir
15 - 10am Women’s
Bible Study / 4:30pm
- Men’s Bible Study
6pm - Stewardship
Meeting
7pm Adult Choir

2

1
New Year’s Day

Wed

Thu

January 2020
4

18

31

24
25
7pm - Adult Volleyball

17

10
11
7pm - Adult Volleyball

3

Fri

Sat

2317 - 2329 South Wolf Road
Hillside, IL 60162
Church phone - 708-562-5590
School phone - 708-562-5580
E-Mail: general@immanuel-hillside.org
www.immanuel-hillside.org

RETURN REQUESTED

POSTMASTER: DATED MATERIAL

Rev. Steve Deombeleg, Pastor

Deatrice, Honey, Administrative Assistant

ilcpastor@immanuel-hillside.org

general@immanuel-hillside.org

708-562-5590 ext. 101 Cell: 847-714-6080

708-562-5580 ext. 200
www.icahillside.org

Donn Hempel, B.A., Director of Music
dhempel@immanuel-hillside.org
Office: 708-562-5580 ext. 205

Valerie Winston, Principal
vwinston@immanuel-hillside.org

Home: 708-442-1505

708-562-5580 ext. 201

January Greeters:
January 5th - Wayne & Mindy

REMEMBER TO PRAY
If you have a prayer request,
please call the pastor in the
church office (708-562-5590).
We are praying for you!
Please notify the office when
circumstances of your request

January 12 - Omie Lane

change or when the Lord answers

January 19 - Open

your prayers. We want to rejoice

January 26th - Open

with you and thank the Lord.

Glorifying God. Impacting the Community.

