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Word—Spirit—Love—Life
As I write this, the nation is raging, people are frightened, a constant barrage of images and videos
overwhelms us. Society appears to be on the brink of catastrophe, and no one knows what tomorrow
will bring. This certainly was not in our sights for 2020. And just when we were ready to reopen up
businesses another tragedy has plunged us even further into darkness. Racism has reared its ugly
head once again. Our nation is in chaos. People are at each other’s throats. Everyone is pointing the
finger. Our nation has not seen turmoil like this in a long time. We are all on edge.
In reality, there is nothing new under the sun. This is what so distressed God during the time of Noah,
“The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every evil intention of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that he had made man on earth,
and it grieved him to his heart” (Gen. 6:5-6).
God’s highest creation could do no good due to the condition of their hearts. “Behold, I was brought
forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5). And God brought judgment upon
the earth. The greatest horror the world has ever known came from the hand of God through a
worldwide flood. Baptism on a global scale, the washing away evil, bringing restoration of life through
death. God chose Noah and his family. “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord” (Gen. 6:8). “Noah
was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God” (Gen. 6:9). They were carried up and away from the destruction of the enormous flood, God seeing them to their final destination.
It sounds like one of those happy endings and the story could easily end right there with God preserving
Noah and his family. Unfortunately, sin is embedded in our DNA and humankind will continue do the
things that you see and hear on the daily newsfeed. Fortunately for us, God has a plan. “But God, being
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved” (Eph. 2:4-5). Aah! God
always has a plan.
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In this sin-sick world our loving Lord has chosen you to be his very own because he loves you. Jesus
died for the forgiveness of your sins and He died for the sins of George Floyd. He also died for the sins
of the police officer who killed him. So many lives destroyed. We all grieve. As God’s holy nation, His
Church, we want peace and equality and safety and justice and an end to violence and racism. The
Word of God rejects racism. “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). “No one
is righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29). God created all of us equal—God is colorblind.
In light of our current situation a serious question arises for each of us. What are we to do when our
world is turned upside-down; without hope? “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah
6:8). The Holy Spirit enables us to walk in justice, kindness, and humility. Racism is not allowed in the
Church. Jesus Himself calls us to love our neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:31) and he did that by
rejecting racial preference (cf. Good Samaritan, Luke 10:25–37). God has much more to say to you
about this in His transforming Word.
I believe that we Christians have a duty to be that Good Samaritan who overlooked the color of the
other person’s skin and showed mercy and compassion. We are called to be ambassador’s for Christ,
walking this earth showing Jesus to the world. “For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself’” (Gal. 5:14). This love is all about action; not just words. Jesus is the Good
Samaritan in Luke 10. He put aside his own needs and put the needs of his neighbor first, going to great
lengths to help him. The nation cries out for justice and an end to racism. It begins with Jesus on the
cross. He has the power to change the heart from anger and hatred to love and compassion. God’s
Word and Spirit working through Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me” (John 14:6).
As we return to church this month, I understand that not all of you will attend due to your age, a health
condition, level of comfort, or another reason. I completely respect your decision. We will wait for you.
But please continue to worship with us online on our website. You need the healing balm of God’s
Word, it is medicine for your soul, especially at a time such as this. “My soul melts away for sorrow;
strengthen me according to your word!” (Psalm 119:28). Call out to God. He hears your prayer. He is
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Blessings on your Stewardship Journey
God Equips and Motivates Us to Give
To check a person’s reflexes, a doctor will often tap a person's knee
with a little hammer, and, if everything is as it should be, the
person's leg automatically jerks up. This is so common that a
spontaneous response is often referred to as a "knee jerk" reaction.
In the area of stewardship, it isn't often that we respond with a
knee jerk reaction. Most people are not spontaneous givers, nor
do they drop whatever they're doing to help someone else. We do
not find that we naturally love to give or offer help. We like to stay
in control of our time and abilities and money and usually look for
what we can receive in return for our efforts.
That isn't how God would like us to be. He has given to many of
us all we need and plenty more so that we'll be able to share with
others. In fact, He would like for us to be like the Thessalonians.
The Apostle Paul commended them, because, he wrote, "…you
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia…the Word
of the Lord sounded forth from you…your faith in God has gone forth
everywhere..." (1 Thessalonians 1:7-8).
Our giving inspires others to give. Our helping encourages others
to help. We can be stewardship models just like the Thessalonians.
There are some people who are giving by nature. You've heard the
expression, "He'd give you the shirt off his back," referring to
someone who gives with no thought for his own needs. All of us
are called as Christian stewards to give of ourselves and our
resources. We pray that God will give us the desire to give. We
know God will provide the resources and the opportunities. He
not only blesses the recipients of those who receive our gifts, He
also blesses us through our giving.
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IT IS GOD’S LOVE
WORKING THROUGH
US THAT ENABLES US
TO BE SERVANTS
TO OTHERS.
“By this we know love, that
He laid down His life for us,
and we ought to lay down our
lives for our brothers”
(1 John 3:16).

Stewardship Corner
Stewardship is using ourselves
and everything God has given
us to honor Him and help
others to know about Him.
God uses stewards of all ages,
from very young to very old.
He uses stewards who are
strong and healthy and those
who can’t even go out of their
houses. We don’t decide to be
stewards any more than we
decide to be Christians. God
does the deciding! He decided
that He wanted us to belong to
Him, so He sent Jesus to die on
the cross for our sins. Now we
belong to Him! He has given
us gifts – things we can do and
things we can share – that we
can use to help others know
Him. We may not know right
now what our gift or gifts are,
but, as we learn more about
Jesus through His Word and as
we listen to what other
Christians tell us about ourselves, we will discover what
God’s plans for our lives are.
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Getting the Most Out of Your Daily Bible Reading
As you read the Bible each day, allow the Scriptures to speak to you. This daily “dialogue“
between you and the biblical text will reveal new understandings about God, and about yourself.

June
1 Matthew 18:21-35
2 Luke 15:11-32
3 Genesis 33:1-17
4 Genesis 50:15-26
5 Exodus 33:1-11
6 Exodus 33:12-23
7 Exodus 34:1-9
8 Exodus 34:10-28
9 Psalm 23
10 Psalm 25
11 Psalm 32
12 Psalm 34
13 Psalm 62
14 Psalm 103
15 Psalm 123
16 Isaiah 40:1-17

17 Isaiah 40:18-31
18 Isaiah 51:1-11
19 Isaiah 51:12-23
20 Joel 2:1-17
21 Jonah 3:1-10
22 Jonah 4:1-11
23 Micah 7:8-20
24 Zechariah 1:1-17
25 Zechariah 2:1-13
26 Zechariah 10:1-12
27 Psalm 106:1-23
28 Psalm 106:24-48

Set aside time
to read the Bible on a daily basis.
Find a quiet place
to read and reflect on each day’s reading
Begin with prayer,
asking God for guidance and blessing.

29 Romans 9:19-29
30 Hebrews 10:1-18

FOR THE RECORD
Death
Hans Jacobs May 20

continued from page 2
faithful and will answer according to His will. He will see you through this valley of the shadow of death
by the light of His Son Jesus Christ who is the Light of the world. “The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm 27:1).
Let us pray. Father in heaven, grant strength, peace, and comfort to Your people as they journey
through this vale of tears. May we ever be mindful of Your never-ending love and mercy shown to us
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with You, and the Holy Spirit, One God now and forever. Amen.
To God be the Glory,
Pastor Steve Deombeleg

Unfinished by Valerie J. Winston
“God left the world unfinished for man to work his skill upon. He left the electricity in the cloud, the oil in the earth.
He left the rivers unbridged and the forests unfelled and the cities unbuilt. God gives to man the challenge of raw
materials, not the ease of finished things. He leaves the pictures unpainted and the music unsung and the problems
unsolved that man might know the joys and glories of creation.”
Thomas S. Monson
Yesterday was the last day of classes and today is the official ending of our school year. This marks the end of my
35th year of teaching. It will probably be one of the most memorable, if not THE most memorable years of my
career, but not for reasons that I prefer.
I can't quite say that it was the most challenging. And while there may be more challenging times ahead, there have
been several years that have been as equally and maybe even more challenging for a variety of reasons.
Words like "unique", "unprecedented", and "new normal" have become a regular part of our lexicon in an often
irritating and overused way. But the word that comes to my mind this morning is "unfinished".
The school year may have ended, but it just feels so unfinished. It doesn't feel that way because of the loss of some
academic lessons. There is always some point in the year when you realize there is just not enough year left to cover
what you would like. So, you adjust and make sure to get as much of the most important stuff done as you can.
It feels unfinished because of the loss of all those lessons and those small little things that aren't so academic. It's
unfinished because of those little classroom moments of joy we didn't get to have. It's unfinished because of those off
-topic, random, spontaneous things that didn't get to be said and didn't get to happen.
It's unfinished because of those field trips we didn't get to take, that birthday that we didn't get to celebrate, and the
extra recesses we didn't get to have. It's unfinished because we didn't get to see that budding friendship truly blossom,
or that one hesitant student finally raise their hand. It's unfinished because of all those bad jokes, stories, and lunches
we couldn't share. It's unfinished because of the laughter we didn't get to hear.
It's unfinished because we couldn't have an indoor beach party, or have moving up day, or pick your favorite hymn in
chapel. It's unfinished because of seeing all those happy faces in the morning. And it's unfinished because of all the
hugs we haven't been able to share.
The school year may have ended, but it was just so unfinished.
I read a quote once that said, "You are an unfinished work in progress. One of the good things about life's challenges:
you get to find out that you are capable of being far more than you ever thought possible."
Yesterday I asked my students for some final thoughts on the school year. I was surprised that even with the rough
ending to their school year they were able to find very positive things to say, not only to their fellow classmates, but
to me as well. New students were appreciative of being welcomed and enjoyed making new friends. They felt that
they had learned so much this year. They thanked me for being their teacher and they wished each other a great summer. Let the little children lead...
I read another quote once that said, "Growing up "unfinished" can make some the very best people to guide and
nurture the next generation. We know that you don't have to be finished to be awesome."
So, while this year may have felt unfinished, it was still pretty awesome.

A Month of Prayer
The Fellowship of Prayer consists
of caring people who pray daily for
members in the church. Members will
be listed in alphabetical order each
month. Please pray for their known
and unknown needs.
1. Corinne Hein
2. The Hempel Family
3. Violet Horn
4. Sandra Houle
5. The Iacovetti Family
6. Ed & Dorothy Ivers
7. The Karpierz Family
8. Clyde & Omie Lane
9. Becky Lelingis
10. The Lepe Family
11. Eric Lundt
12. The Mannella Family
13. Lloyd & Toni Mooney
14. Ed & Karen Mulvihill
15. Heidy Murphy
16. Lynda Nickl
17. Irene Niko
18. Mike & Carol Northcutt
19. The Ondrovic Family
20. The Pena family
21. The Perez Family
22. The Pernell Family
23. Annelies Pitz
24. Robert Pokorny
25. The Railing Family
26. Lynn Rand
27. The Redis Family
28. Gloria Rubietta
29. Joan Rundgren
30. Dot Schnieder
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Congratulations to our Graduates!
8th Grade Graduates
Denzil Moore, Andrew Tolefree
& Kylee Woodruff

Kindergarten Graduates
Zach Garcia, Caleb Hall, Amya Lukes,
Mckenzie Ramirez and Sydney Ramirez

15

22

29

14 9:30 Worship
Voters Meeting

21 - Father’s Day
9:30 Worship
11AM Zoom

28
9:30 Worship
11AM Zoom

1 - Trina Bozzi
1 - Jelisa Washington
9 - Taylor Balslew
10 - Scott Mazanek

8

1

7 Scrip Orders Due
9:30 Worship
11AM Zoom
Bible Study

Sun

Mon

30

23

16

25

June Birthdays

24

25 - Sharlyn Deombeleg
29 - Philbert Wilcox Sr
30 - Arianna Pena
30 - Leonard Bartels

26

27

9am - Noon

20

Pantry

19

13

9am - Noon

Garden Work Day

6

Sat

Garden Work Day

18

12

5

Fri

PYHT Pop Up

17 11am - 1pm

10

11

9am Faculty Meeting

PYHT Pop Up
Pantry

4

Thu

3 11am - 1pm

Wed

12- Chloe Karpierz
13 - Manny Lepe
18 - Patricia Washington
24 - Josh Svec

Church Council
Meeting

9

2

Tue
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RETURN REQUESTED

POSTMASTER: DATED MATERIAL

Rev. Steve Deombeleg, Pastor
ilcpastor@immanuel-hillside.org
708-562-5590 ext. 101 Cell: 847-714-6080

Deatrice Honey, Administration Assistant
general@immanuel-hillside.org
708-562-5580 ext. 200

REMEMBER TO PRAY. . . . If you
have a prayer request, please call the
pastor in the church office (708-5625590).

We are praying for you!

Please notify the office when circumDonn Hempel, B.A., Director of Music
dhempel@immanuel-hillside.org
Office: 708-562-5580 ext. 205
Home: 708-442-1505

Valerie Winston, Principal
vwinston@immanuel-hillside.org
708-562-5580 ext. 201

stances of your request change or
when the Lord answers your prayers.
We want to rejoice with you and
thank the Lord.

www.icahillside.org

Glorifying God. Impacting the Community.
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God's varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10

