January, 2010

- [mmanuel Informer

2010 Challenges and Opportunities”

As we start another new year, there is always some curiosity about what the year will bring. Will it
be a good year or a year of challenges and struggles? The good can come in the form of material
possessions and wealth, in terms of good health, or in terms of spiritual growth and development.
And of course the challenges or struggles would be the opposite of the good. If you're like me

you will spend a bit of time wondering and maybe even worrying a bit. And that is just on the level

of our personal lives. There is then our work life and of course we wonder about what lies ahead
for the assembly of believers here at Immanuel Lutheran.

I cannot speak to each of our personal lives or work lives but | can offer some thoughts about the
coming year for Immanuel Lutheran. It will be a year of challenges and opportunities, of that | am
confident. | see our communities changing. Many of the long time residents are leaving for re-
tirement living of one form or another. The families moving in come from a different generation,
culture and faith background. This poses challenges to a church with a long heritage and rich tra-
dition. What do these people need in a church? What are they looking for in their faith lives? How
can we meet those needs while at the same time continuing to serve and meet the needs of our
existing members? Believe me those are both challenges and opportunities!

| want to ask your help in meeting these challenges and opportunities. First is for everyone to de- i
vote themselves to prayer for our congregation, for the ministry here and for the people in our
communities who do not yet know Jesus as Lord and Savior. If we are serious about regular daily
prayer for these needs God will hear our prayers and answer them.

|
Next | want to encourage everyone to practice “The Treasure Principle.” Hopefully you have had a

chance to read the book and think about what you can do to lay up treasures for yourself in
heaven. Doing this, laying up treasures, has earthly consequences and can help us as an assembly
of believers be more effective in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. We have the great privi-
lege of being called to know and serve a great God and He asks us to be His witnesses to the
whole world. May 2010 see a great movement by the people of Immanuel to share the Word with
our community in a way that builds up the kingdom of God. Happy New Year!

Pastor Ted
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In chapter 4, beginning with verse 13, James talks about our planning. He reminds us that our lives
and plans and futures are in God's hands, and that we should pray, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live
and do this or that” (verse 15). With that preface, then, we can begin to do some self evaluation of
how we can best spend our time, abilities, and resources. A new year can provide a new resolve
and commitment to do many things in a new and better way. We may find that our priorities are a
little skewed. Our lifestyles could possibly use some redirection, and a New Year’s resolution based
on God'’s plan for us could be what we need.

How can we make our resolutions a reality? One way is to talk with one of the members of the
church staff or the chairperson of one of our boards and volunteer our time, energy, and abilities.
Another commitment may be to spend more time reading God's Word and join a Bible Study group
to stimulate spiritual growth. We may find that God is leading us to increase our k knowledge and
commitment in the area of our financial stewardship as well. God has blessed us so we may be a
blessing to others.

The Apostie Paul tells us, “work out your salvation with fear and trembling, because, he adds, it is
God Who works in you fo will and fo act according to His good purpose.” (Philippians 2:12-13). To
the faithful, God has made known his will and purpose which is “to bring all things in heaven and on
earth together under one head, even Christ (Ephesians 1:10). God wants us to have a relationship
with Jesus as the head. The personal relationship Jesus develops with us compels us to serve and
honor Him through our faithful stewardship. Faith enables us to understand that we “are God's
workmanship created in Christ Jesus fo do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do” (Ephesians 2:10). May it be our resolve and commitment to do what we were “crealed fo do” as
God'’s workmanship.
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Peace Poster Contest

One of our members, a sixth grader in our school, Tamron Morris, won a second prize gift (550

Savings Bond) for a poster depicting “The Power of Peace”. Another sixth grader in our school,

Amber Reese won a first place prize (5100 Savings Bond) in this same contest. The contest was
sponsored by the Westchester Lions Club.
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FiNANCIAL NEWS AND NOTES

WE WANT TO THAMNK EVERYONE WHDO MADE THE SPECIAL EFFORT TO MAKE AN ADDI-
TIOMAL OFFERING IN NOVEMBER aND DECEMBER! THE GOOD MEWS IS THAT OUR OFFER-
INGS EXCEEDED THE BUDGETED AMOUNT FOR BOTH MEONTHS. THARNK YOU SO VERY
MUucH!

WE STILL ARE STRUGGELING TO GET CURRENT WITH OUR BENEFIT PAYMENTS, AS WE
WRITE THIS, WE OWE NOVEMBER, DECEMBER AND JANUARY IS5 NOW BEEN BILLED. A
FAIR QUESTION IS WHY ARE WE STRUGGLING IF GIVING 1S UP?

THERE ARE A COUPLE OF ANSWERS TD THAT RQUESTION. FIRST, THE CONGREGATION
ADDOPTED A BUDGET WITH A DEFICIT. OUR CURRENT BUDGETING PRACTICES HAVE RE-
SULTED IN OUR HAVING A VERY ACCURATE BUDGET — 50 WHEN WE PASS5SED THE DEFICIT
BUDGET IT COUWLD BE EXPECTED THAT WE WOULD HAVE A DEFICIT.

SECONMDLY, WITH THE TIGHTHNESS IN THE ECONOMY, SCHODOL ENROLLMENT 15 RIGHT
ABDOUT WHERE IT WAS ANTICIPATED, BUT THERE HAVE NOT BEEMN ANY EXTRA STUDENTS
TO HELP OFFSET THE DEFIRIT. ADD TO ALL THIS IS THAT THERE HAVE BEEMN DELAYS
AMND REDUCTIONS IN FUNDS THAT WE RECEIVE FROM FOUNDATIONS AMD GDVERMMENTAL
AGENCIES,

WHAT CAN WE DOT FIRST WE CAN PRAY ASKING GOD TO GUIDE US TO SOLUTIONS.
SECOND WE CAN BE ACTIVE IN INVITING, WELCOMING AND ENCOURAGING VISITORS. WE
cAN SHARE THE GOoop NEWS OF JESUS WITH ODTHERS AND INVITE THEM TO BE A PART
OF our FELLOWSHIP, THIRD, WE CAN REVIEW OUR PERSONAL STEWARDSHIFP OF OUR
TIME AND GIFTS. FINALLY WE DAN PRAY THAT THE LORD GUIDES US TO MAKE THE BEST
LUSE OF ALL THAT HE HAS GIVEN US TO MANAGE FOR HIM.

i Grant for Expahded Handicapped and Visitor Parking:

n December we received nhotification that our grant request to add handi-
{ Capped and Visitor parking in front of the church and the sChool has been ap-
proved. This will result in hew parking spaces being added off the driveway
west of the buildings. Spaces will be added both by the §chool and by the Church. e will
also close off the handicapped ramp on the north side of the Church building. (Hopefully
lessening the depth and breadth of Lake Immanuel) This will move our handiCapped and
general drop Off space to the front apron which is more easily accessible. Work wil| be
done later this year in the spring.
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Immanuel T utheran Schoo! News

MARKET DAY

Order forms are available in the
church narthex.

Future pick up dates:

January 5
February 2
March 2
April 6
May 4
June 1

IMPORTANT EVENTS:

1-3 - NO SCHOOL

4 - Classes Resume

5 - Market Day pick up

8 - 8th grade Walther placement
test & Visitation Day

12 - Mid-trimester reports

12 - Math Club

14 - Band rehearsals & concerts
22 - PTL Variety Show

27 - Cooking Club

30 - PTL Family Bowling

“Dndoor Soccer”

Indoor soccer begins on Saturday, January 23rd and runs through
March 6th. This is only for those students that registered in Decem-

ber.

January Bivthdays

1- Roger Brabant

15 - Nicole Trznadel
3 - Evelyn Banazewski 16 - Robin Niko

28 - Lauren Gaston
30 - Robert Westphal

5« Dana Smith

6 - Cathy Dozier

10 - Pennis Ondrovic
10 - Brett Willis

11 - Sebastian Dinkha
12 - Toni Mooney

13 - Steve Hardy

19 - Lois Boese

20 - Dorothy Westphal
23 - Hannah Bramos
25 - Jennifer Bettin

26 - Serina Dinkha

28 - Lynne Olsen

28 - Randy Weeks

IMMANUEL ALUMNI -
Christina Broscheit (attending
St. Joseph High School) was
announced as being an Illinois
State Scholar for the class of
2010, This prestigious award is
given annually by the [linois
Student Assistance Commission
which recognizes over 19,000
high school students from
across the state. Illinois State
Scholar winners rank in the top
ten percent of the state’s high
school seniors. Selection is
based on SAT and/or ACT
scores and/or class rank at the
end of their junior year.

Friday, January 1 - New
Year’s Day

Classes resume on Mon-
day, January 4th

Monday, January 18th

Dr. Martin Luther
| King’s Birthday
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Happy New Year!

The first day of the calendar year is one of the wotld’s oldest holidays. The Babylonians celebrated the New Year
approximately 4000 years ago. This ancient civilization is credited by some as starting the “new year's resolution”
tradition, The first day of the Babylonian calendar was considered to be March 237, A common resolution was
the custom of returning something borrowed from a friend over the course of the previous year,

The Romans used a different calendar and named the first month of the year after the mythical figure, Janus.
Janus was the symbol of beginnings and endings. He had two faces—one looked forward and the other looked
backward in time. Romans exchanged gifts at the New Year and had their own tradition of resolutions. A com-
mon resolution in ancient Rome was to seek the forgiveness from enemies.

Today many people make New Year’s resolutions. Health-related goals (weight, exercise, smoking) top the charts
every vear in surveys. A close second are financial resclutions (savings, debt, spending). Rounding out today’s lists
of common tesolutions are those having to do with repaiting relationships.

What are your resolutions? Do yours rank up there with the surveys? Don’t forget about spiritual resolutions,
too! Increasing worship attendance, joining a Bible Study, daily reading scripture, regular prayer, and daily family
devotional time are worthy of consideration when adopting those new year’s resolutions. Take time to consider
your new year’s resolution(s)—it is never too late to tnake one. Then pray! Ask God to make the New Year dif-
ferent for you. Seek His strength. Remember with God all things are possible.

In Christ,

Lana §. Hafin

Walther Lutheran High School will be hosting a special Visitation Day along with their Placement Test
on Friday, January 8% for current Sth grade students. All 8% graders are encouraged to attend and experi-
ence Walther. Arrival and check-in begins at 7:30 am. Lunch is provided for the students. The day in-
cludes a testing session along with the opportunity for students to interact and learn from Walthet’s dis-
tinguished Christian faculty, Dismissal and student pick-up is at 2:45 pm. If you need further assistance
or have any questions regarding the day, please e-mail or call Kevin Charpentier (Assistant Principal) at
708.344.0404 — Extension 245 / kevin_charpentier@walther.com “















